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POLICE — HELICOPTER REPLACEMENT 
293. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to enhancing community safety and ensuring that police 
have the resources they need. Can the minister outline to the house how the government’s investment in the new 
police helicopter will deliver on this commitment? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Belmont. I am sure that she well knows that the police air wing is a very important tool for 
the Western Australia Police Force, particularly police helicopters. Police helicopters can undertake a range of 
activities. They can track armed offenders and missing persons, and they can identify drug crops. They have 
specialised equipment on board and they can use infra-red and forward-looking infra-red technology, which is 
a very valuable tool. It is probably most effective in assisting in the area of road safety by tracking pursuits. 
Between 2010 and 2016, 27 deaths resulted from police pursuits, some of which were of innocent bystanders. 
Rather than a vehicle on the ground pursuing an absconding vehicle, being able to monitor it from the air is an 
important asset. In fact, it was drawn to public attention in the coroner’s recent report, which states that it is an 
important tool because it can unobtrusively track from the sky a stolen vehicle or a vehicle that has been involved 
in potentially a range of offences, monitor the situation and then, hopefully, have that vehicle intercepted at the 
safest possible moment. 
I am delighted that in this year’s budget we are making a commitment for the replacement of the ageing police 
helicopter—the BK117. This asset is more than 25 years old. It is pretty much at the end of its useful working life. 
Interestingly, when I announced that a couple of weeks ago, the Leader of the Opposition said that the former 
government doubled the police and helicopter fleet about three years ago and that if the police had come to the 
government and asked for a replacement, it would have done it. Of course, that was entirely misleading, because 
the last police helicopter was purchased six years ago, when Hon Rob Johnson was the minister, not three years 
ago. There was no doubling of the police fleet. In fact, the purchase prior to that was when the previous Labor 
government ordered the two Pilatus aircraft that service our state. 
This is a $26.9 million commitment. I note that the former government was asked for a replacement helicopter. 
The police provided a business case in the 2012–13 budget and they were asked to resubmit it the following year, 
and then there was a further internal review and so forth. The police continually asked the former government — 
Several members interjected. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I thought members wanted a quick question time, but they are interjecting. 
The fact of the matter is that the current helicopter has spent too much time on the ground in maintenance in recent 
years. The former government was advised of that. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: They have more than one. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: More than one—what a gem! There are two. 
The SPEAKER: Members, I am trying to get through these questions quickly today. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The fact of the matter is that the Leader of the Opposition again misled the public of 
Western Australia. He made up rubbish about having doubled the size of the fleet. He said that his government had 
acquired a helicopter three years ago, when one had been acquired six years ago. He said that if his government had 
been asked for another one, the police would have got it. They asked for it, but they did not get it. It is the 
McGowan Labor government that is delivering, and will deliver, a $26.9 million helicopter to Western Australians, 
which will make our community, particularly our roads, a safer place to be. 
 


	POLICE — HELICOPTER REPLACEMENT

